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August 2025

Re: 2026 Grant Funding Application

Lutheran Charities of Western New York, The Lutheran Foundation, and St John’s Lutheran Home for Children are accepting applications for grant funding to be distributed in 2026. These funding organizations underwrite grant funding on behalf of regional Lutheran outreach ministries and social services providing education, healthcare and social support benefiting the underprivileged in Western NY. While the funding effort is a collective process, only one application is required from requesting organizations. Requests for funding are made by completing and submitting the accompanying application along with the following support documents:

A copy of your IRS 501(c)3 exemption letter;
A list of your current governing board membership; and
A copy of your most recent financial statements with independent auditor’s report.

Applications and supporting documents should be submitted as email attachments to Lutheran Charities using info@wnylutherancharities.org.

Completed applications must be RECEIVED by email, U.S. mail, or delivered in-person by
 Thursday September 25th, 2025.

To be considered for funding, please ensure that all requested materials are included with your application. 

Programs/projects awarded grant funding are asked to submit progress and expenditure reports during the funding year. This allows the funding organization to tell the stories of your work to our donors. Please note that past funding by Lutheran Charities or receipt of this letter is no indication your agency will receive funding in 2026.  When in-person meetings to report progress are announced, agencies and representatives are strongly encouraged to attend.

Thank you for all you do to improve lives in Western New York. We look forward to being in conversation with you. If you have any questions or need further clarification, please contact us at the Lutheran Charities office.
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Melanie Rushforth
[image: ]Lutheran Charities Chief Executive Officer 
GRANT FUNDING APPLICATION FOR 2026

APPLICANT INFORMATION:
	Organization Name:

	Organization EIN:

	Street Address:

	

	City:                                       County:

	          State:                             Zip:

	Applicant Contact Person:

	Title:


	Telephone:

	Email:


	Secondary Contact Person:

	Title:


	Telephone:

	Email:




Please answer the following questions for consideration for grant funding from the collective funding group that is: Lutheran Charities of WNY; The Lutheran Foundation; St. John’s Lutheran Home for Children; and (when funds are available) The Christ and Redeemer Church Funds.  

1. What is the name of the organization requesting funding?

2. What amount is requested?

3. What is the funding going to be used for?  Please be as descriptive as possible. 

4. How will this funding partnership work to promote the mission and vision of the collective funding group as identified above? 

5. Please describe the long-term goals of the project or program associated with this funding request. 

6. Please describe the need for this project or program.  What gap is it filling in the community? 

7. Please provide the existing budget for this project or program to include sources of income and proposed expenditures.  This can be a separate attachment or an outline if preferred.  

8. If your organization is approved to receive funding, payments will be disbursed in equal installments (January, May, October).  If the organization address for payments is different from above, please provide the alternate payable name and address here:

Please remember to include in your completed application the following documents:
1. 501c3 exemption letter
2. Roster of current board members 
3. Most recent financial statements with independent auditor’s report
4. Contact information for the CEO/Executive Director of the organization; contact information for the Board of Directors President and Treasurer.

I certify, as an officer or representative of the requesting organization, that I am authorized to make this funding request on behalf of the charitable organization mentioned in this application.  If awarded funding from one or more or the funding collective, I will provide timely communications as requested throughout the funding year in an effort to strengthen the ties among the Lutheran philanthropic communities.
Signed:_______________________________________ Position in Organization: ____________________________
Printed:______________________________________________________ Date:  __________________________
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